Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 PEKING 00877 031001Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CU-02 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 
H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /069 W 

031004Z 106749/23/14 

R 030646Z MAY 77 
FMUSLO PEKING 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7716 
INFO AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
CINCPAC 

CONFIDENTIAL PEKING 0877 

CORRECTED COPY (CAPTION, EO, TAGS, SUBJECT OMITTED) 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT CH 

SUBJECT: INFORMATION DEPT WARNS DAILY TELEGRAPH CORRESPONDENT 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY. PRC FOREIGN MINISTRY INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 
OFFICIALS DELIVERED SHORT FORMAL PROTEST TO LONDON DAILY 
TELEGRAPH CORRESPONDENT NIGEL WADE IN CONNECTION WITH 
ARTICLE RUN UNDER HEADLINE "MAO'S REPUTATION UNDER ATTACK 
INSIDE CHINA." END SUMMARY 

2. LONDON DAILY TELEGRAPH CORRESPONDENT NIGEL WADE WAS 
SUMMONED TO FOREIGN MINISTRY INFORMATION DEPARTEMNT ON 
APRIL 28 TO HEAR FORMAL PROTEST BY PRESS LIAISON DIVISION 
DIRECTOR MA YU-CHEN IN CONNECTION WITH APRIL 22 ARTICLE 

RUN UNDER THE HEADLINE "MAO'S REPUTATION UNDER ATTACK INSIDE 
CHINA." "RESPONSIBLE PERSONE" CHI MING-TSUNG WAS PRESENT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PEKING 00877 031001Z 

AND COPIED WADE S REPLY FOR THE RECORD. 

3. MA OPENED THE SESSION BY ASKING IF WADE REMEMBERED THE 
ARTICLE IN QUESTION. ADVISED THAT WADE DID RECALL IT, 

MA TOOK EXCEPTION TO THE CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: CHAIRMAN 
MAO WAS "ESTEEMED AND RESPECTED" WITHIN CHINA, NO ONE IN 
CHINA IS CRITICIZING MAO, AND THE SUGGESTION THAT SUCH 
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CRITICISM EMANATES FROM THE CANTON MILITARY REGION IS 
"IRRESPONSIBLE AND UNFRIENDLY". MA THEN ADDED POINTEDLY 
THAT CHINA "WISHES TO MAINTAIN FREINDLY RELATIONS WITH THE 
DAILY TELEGRAPH." 

4. WADE DESCRIBED THE TEN MINUTE SESSION AS CORDIAL AND 
EXPECTS THAT THE MATTER IS CLOSED. BUT HE NOTES THAT MA AND 
CHI HAD LIKELY NOT YET SEEN HIS APRIL 27 ARTICLE RUN IN 

THE DAILY TELEGRAPH UNDER TH HEADLINE "HUA REPEATS CALL TO AVOID MAO 
EXCESSES. 
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